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San Diegans continue to be 
supportive of their com-
munity not only with their  
generosity to some 9,000 

nonprofits, but with their time 
and talent. Organizations depend 
strongly on volunteers to help them 
provide their services and to fund 
their programs. Without this sup-
port, many organizations would not 
exist. According to CalNonprofits, 
California volunteers contribute 
over $24.7 million in unpaid labor, 
the equivalent of 450,000 full-time 
jobs. On nearly any given night of 
the 52 Saturday nights of the year, 
there are two, three, or more fund-
raising events happening, all man-
aged by individuals providing their 
talents, time, and treasure. Three 
organizations stood out as notewor-
thy examples to me this year: Barrio 
Logan College Institute, Whatever 
It Takes, and Zodiac Pool Systems. 

Barrio Logan College Institute 
breaks the cycle of poverty by pre-
paring disadvantaged students to be 
among the first in their families to 
attend and succeed in college. They 
depend on volunteers to be tutors 
and mentors, and to work hand-
in-hand with students, families, 
and staff. According to Jose Cruz, 
executive director of BLCI, “Our 
students thrive on the one-on-one 
guidance they receive, and we can 
use tutors from all fields of study. 
They are grateful for those who 
spend a few hours each week help-
ing them master study and learning 
skills, complete assignments, and 
revise papers. We are paying it for-
ward by helping students obtain an 
education so that they 
can help others in the 
future.”

Sarah Hernholm 
founded Whatever It 
Takes (WIT) six years 
ago. It offers a 32-week 
college-credit social 
entrepreneur course 
focused on developing 
leaders and solving real 

community problems. Teens from 
different high schools come together 
to learn to design, launch, manage, 
and measure a social enterprise. “We 
teach public speaking, negotiation 
skills, social etiquette, active listen-
ing, adaptability, and a strong work 
ethic,” says Hernholm. Some of their 
projects become big successes; oth-
ers fail. “We want our teens to test 
ideas and fail fast. It’s important that 
they learn that failure is not person-
al... it’s just feedback. So while our 
teens build programs that transform 
the lives of people in their communi-
ty, they are also going through their 
own transformation.”

Zodiac Pool Systems recently 
launched its first “Pay-It-Forward”  
campaign, spearheaded by the 
company’s volunteer Providing 
Alternative Tomorrows with Hope 
(PATH) program. The initiative is 
the company’s first ongoing chari-
table campaign. “Our team aims to 
do all we can to encourage selfless 
acts of kindness among our em-
ployees both internally and in the 
community,” says Jill Rooks, head 
of the PATH program at Zodiac. 
“Our goal is to have this campaign 
expand nationwide through the 
efforts of Zodiac employees, their 
friends, and family.”

All of us at San Diego Magazine 
are pleased to bring you the 2016 
Charitable Giving Guide, recogniz-
ing those who give, and those who 
benefit. It is my pleasure to be a 
part of making this happen every 
year. I hope you find this informa-
tion helpful as you plan your activi-
ties for the year ahead.
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The Timken is already planning 
its second annual Orange & 
Black Gala.

We’ll be celebrating our 
cultural treasures the only way 
we know how: with cocktails, 
dinner, live entertainment and 
dancing to benefit our art and 
education outreach programs.

Call 619.239.5548 ext 100 
for more information.
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S an Diego has the honor of 
being the highest-rated 
charitable community in 
terms of overall financial 
health and commitment 

to accountability and transparency, 
up from being tied at No. 4 the year 
prior. The study, conducted by Charity 
Navigator, America’s largest charity 
evaluator, shows that San Diego’s 
philanthropic community leads the 
nation. In it, Charity Navigator’s 
president and CEO, Michael Thatcher, 
says: “We’ve found that the nonprofit sector throughout America is 
strong and diverse—a testament to the dedication and hard work of 
donors and philanthropic leaders across our nation.”

I spend a great deal of time with the nonprofit community in San Diego, 
and one of the most generous philanthropists I have encountered is 
Douglas “Papa Doug” Manchester. In 2017, he and his wife, Geniya, donated 
$1 million to Sharp Mary Birch Hospital to name its Labor and Delivery 
Unit. Other donations from the Manchesters include support for the USO, 
USS Midway Museum, Mt. Soledad National Veterans Memorial, and many 
others. His motto is “making positive memories.” He has demonstrated his 
ongoing support of our community, like the many generous donors and 
supporters who make San Diego such a shining example of the power of 
philanthropy.

In 2016, the total estimated charitable giving in the United States 
increased by 2.7 percent. Individual giving rose $10.53 billion in 2016, 
reaching an all-time high. With the many recent disasters in the country, 
it is important that we all continue to do what we can to help those who 
are in need. 

San Diego Magazine is committed to supporting the community we 
all love and takes pride in making our city the best place to live, work, 
and enjoy. Let’s all continue to do what we can, whether it be through 

contributions, large or small, or volunteering for the 
many organizations that rely on our support.
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